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PENNSYLVANIA CALCULATOR POLICY

If a student chooses to use a calculator (other than the online options) on the Keystone Exams or PSSA in sections 
where the calculator is permitted, the student must adhere to the guidelines listed below. It is incumbent 
upon the School Assessment Coordinator to ensure that all calculator policies are implemented and followed, 
including making sure calculators have no programs stored in their memory other than those that are factory 
installed. Please note that if a student wants to restore the deleted programs, the student will need to back up 
these programs prior to the assessment. In addition, the memory must be cleared on the calculator following 
each test session of the assessment.

The following are not permitted for the PSSA or Keystone Exams:

 Noncalculators such as cell phones, smartphones, smartwatches, PDAs, laptops, tablets, pocket 
organizers, etc.

 Calculators with infrared, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, or other beaming or wireless capabilities, unless the beaming 
or wireless capabilities are disabled

 Calculators with QWERTY keyboards, typewriter-like keyboards (e.g., Dvorak), or keypads
 Calculators with built-in Computer Algebra Systems (CAS)
 Calculators that make noise, have paper tape, need to be plugged in, or talk; these specific calculators 

can only be used as a required accommodation as stated in the Accommodations Guidelines
 Calculators shared by students during a test session
 Any and all non-factory (add-on) programs or information stored in the calculator

This calculator policy is intended to be a general description of what is not allowed. It is not meant to be an 
exhaustive list of specific calculators, devices, or technologies that cannot be used on the PSSA or Keystone 
Exams. Please note that as technology changes, this policy may also change.
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Emergency Procedures during PSSA Testing 

 

Should a fire drill, lock down, or any other emergency occur that would require an evacuation 

during PSSA testing the following procedure should be followed: 

 1.    All students should close their test booklets and line up quietly. 

2.   Proceed to the nearest exit quietly and quickly, making sure the door is locked as you 

leave.  

 5.   Upon notification that it is safe to reenter the building, return to your classroom. 

6.   Account for all test materials in your room.  If something should be missing, please 

contact the SAC immediately. 

7.   Wait for direction from your SAC as to whether to proceed with the testing or to 

collect the assessment. 
 

Minor Medical Emergency 

Should a student have a minor medical emergency during the test (bloody nose, bleeding, vomiting): 

1.  Have the student close their booklet.  The TA should collect the booklet if possible (if 

there are fluids on the booklet please take appropriate protective action).  If the 

booklet was damaged with blood and/or other fluids, the TA should notify the SAC to 

complete the documentation allowing for the correct disposal of the book. 

 2.  Keep the student calm and treat them to the best of your ability. 

3.  Look in the hall for a hall monitor.   If there is a hall monitor available, have them escort 

the student to the nurse and/or office for assistance.  If there is not a hall monitor 

available please call the nurse and/or office.  The office and/or nurse will send someone 

immediately to assist the student.    

4.   If the student needs to go home and/or is unable to complete the test, the student will 

finish the test during a make-up session.   If the student is able to return to the 

testing room after treatment, he/she may start the test again at the spot he/she 

stopped and will be given extended time as needed to complete the test. 

  
 

Major Medical Emergency 

Should a major medical emergency take place in your classroom during PSSA testing (seizure, 

fainting, heart attack):    

1.  All students should close their test booklets.  

2.  Attend the student or person that needs medical assistance. 

3.  Call the nurse, 911, the office, and/or SAC depending upon the seriousness of the issue. 

4.   Once the emergency has been handled, please account for all testing materials. 

5.   Wait for direction from you SAC as to whether to proceed with the testing or to collect 

the assessment. 



 

Bathroom Procedures during PSSA Testing 

Should a student need to use the bathroom: 

1.  The teacher should look into the hallway to see if there is a hall monitor in close 

proximity.   If so, they should wave them over to the room.  If not, the teacher should 

call the office who will alert one of the hall monitors.  

2.  The student will place his/her pencil at his/her current location in their test booklet.  

The TA will pick up the booklet and place it in a secure location. The students will sign 

out, noting the time he/she left for the bathroom.   The students will be escorted to the 

bathroom by the hall monitor. 

 3.  The hall monitor will wait in close proximity to the bathroom for the student.   

 4.  The hall monitor will escort the student back to the classroom.   

5.  Once in the classroom the student will sign back into the room and sit down in their seat.  

The TA will return his/her booklet and the student will continue the test where he/she 

left off. 
 

  

Should a TA (Test Administrator) need a bathroom break: 

 1.  The TA will notify the office.   The office will notify the SAC and/or administration. 

 2.  The SAC and/or administration will come to the classroom to monitor the test. 

3.  The proctor will sign out of the test session on the test accountability form and the SAC 

and/or administration will sign in on the form.  When the TA returns they will sign back in 

on the test accountability form and the SAC and/or administration will sign out. 
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Parent Request for Exclusion from the Assessment Procedure 

 
Section 4.4 of Chapter 4 of the State Board of Education regulations provides for the right of any 
parent/guardian to excuse their child from the state assessment if, upon inspection of the testing 
materials, they find the assessment to be in conflict with their religious beliefs.   This is the only basis for 
a parent/guardian to excuse his or her child from the statewide assessments. 
 

1. If you want to start this process you will need to schedule an appointment with your son or 
daughter’s principal to review the exams they will be taken.   All exams must be reviewed.   
March 21, 2017 is the first day tests can be reviewed and the last day for review will vary 
depending on the examine.   English Language Arts end date is March 31.   The math end date 
is April 21.   Science end date is April 28.    
 

2. The assessment must be reviewed on district property and district personnel must be present at 
all times while you review the assessment.   The district must provide a convenient time for 
review including evening review time if necessary. 
 

3. Parents and guardians must sign the Parent Confidentiality Agreement before reviewing the 
test.   Parents and guardians may not photocopy, write down, or in any other manner record any 
portion of the assessments including the directions. 
 

4. If after reviewing the test parents/guardians find the test to be in conflict with their religious beliefs 
and wish their student(s) to be excused from the test, the parent(s)/guardian(s) must provide a 
written request for each test stating the religious objection to the Superintendent, Mr. Heath 
Readinger, before the first day of the test. 
 

5. If the student is excused from the assessment due to parental or guardian request, school 
personnel must provide an alternative learning environment for students during the assessment. 
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